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Prussians had, on the contrary, to try and occupy
the position of Wenzelsberg and the surrounding woods,
to organise there a first line of resistance, the second line
being formed by the Branka hollow and the western
outskirts of Branka wood.

A few remarks must be made here on the limits of the
aid which that second line would afford.

On the front Branka-Schlucht, Branka wood, infantry
only could be used; the ground to the east being im-
practicable to artillery; the view was, moreover, very
limited. On the left wing, artillery would find it diffi-
cult to move and to withdraw. On the right wing,
south of Wysokow, artillery might well find a few posi-
tions, but it would soon be exposed to fire from the small
wood (Waldchen),

2.  On that front,the efficiency of fire might very easily
extend up to 500 yards.   Available cover was poor; the
roadside ditches were not worth mentioning, the woods
were either spinney or underwood.    Only a few big
trees could supply any protection.

3.  Retreating from the position would be difficult
because of the steep slopes and thick undergrowth.
The retreat from Nachod might be cut off by an enemy
marching on Altstadt.    On the other hand, there was
behind that position hill 1113, which it might be useful
for the Austrians to carry, for they could fire from there
on the whole road from Altstadt to Nachod.

After having thus briefly studied these two main
positions, let us return to examining more carefully the
"points d'appui" which form the first one, so as to try
and understand, later on, the events which took place
there.

The wood north of Wenzelsberg (Waldchen, on the
German maps) is 300 yards long on its north-western
outskirts and from 1300 to 1400 yards deep. This wood
consists in young spinney timber, and irregularly cut
undergrowth, with clearings; the whole being cut up
by green ways, would parcel out the fight on the same
framework. It is fenced on its north-eastern and south-
eastern outskirts by a high hedge-bank like those one
sees in Brittany.

The interior contained deep gullies, the dry beds of
streams. The most important of these gullies runs near